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Our Dr. Hendrie : 
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Kr. Arnold's luur of October 1, 1979, to Mr. Vola-r of your naff 
providlld an ;uaaumant of alurna~:ivas to the pr0111pt operation of tha 
EPICOR 11 Syat• and reeotao~lld.acl NRC authorbation of the uaa of £PICOR 11 
by Oc.tobar 15, 1979. Your staff hu concluded, in its anviroOJUntal auaaa
-nt of the operation of EPICOR II, that operation of the syat- can be con
ducted. in full co•plianca vith the Coaabsion's raaulations . Ya stronaly 
reco-nd the usa of EPICOR II and the retention of Unit l •tonaa capacity 
for eaergaocy uaa oaly. 

There u:isu io. tha "aka of tha Three Hila bland Unit Z accident a 
public skepticilll and concern aurrouMioa the cont-.!n.ated aatedal 1n na:-2. 
The aura that so=e have attached to the nu-2 radioactive waste , separate fro11 
all other radioActive ~~~&t.riab, is without sound techni~l merit . Yet, dupite 
the lack of tachnical justification, some continue to portray the Unit 2 conta•
iru~tioo as different and as nq_uirina different standards. COI!IIIlission action 
to date has not dispelled this concern. 

FaUure to authoriu El'ICOR II becaus. of the availability of Unit 1 
atora1e capacity vill only del.:ly the inevitable req_uirement for action. At 
the saaa tiM it 1dll further spread Unit 2 contamination to Unit 1 and thenby 
burden all activities at the site with the technical, political, and psychologi
cal factors associ.& ted with the Unit 2 radioactive :u.terials. The end result 
catt. only be to impede future decisions which will be necessary to l)rotC!Ct the 
health :and s:afecy of tha ?ublic. 

The transfar of Unit 2 r adioactive 1114te.r1als to Unit l is contrary to 
paraaraph. 4 of the Cocaission's Auauat 9, 1979, order which sta tes: 

The licensee shall dUIOn.atrau that decontamination and/or 
restoration operations at THI-2 vill not affect safe operations 
at nu-1 . The licensee shall provide separation and/or isola
tion of na-l/2 radioactive liq_uid transfer lines, fuel handl
ina are.aa, ventilation systems , and Salllplin& lines. Effluent 
110nitoriaa instruments shall have the capability of discril:lin&t-
1Da be.tvun effluents resultina from Unit 1 or Unit 2 operations. 

lllu oeo 0 6 () 



., 

Paaa Two 
Oc.tob.r 9, 1979 

To d~ta tha p.rceived aod the daontltrated probl•• peculiar to Unit 2 
cootaai.a.atltd .. urials bava not infrinaed on activitiaa io Uoit 1. Ya are 
coovinced that this should r_.in tba c.aaa. \Ia uraa you to taka thaaa factors 
into account aa vall u the aov1ro011aotal •••••••ant of your staff, the a,_ry 
of alt.rnat1vaa contained ia Kr. Arnold's letter, and the availability of 
!PICOl 11 which h .. been c.oanrv.cted and ~ ba oparaud in co•pliaoca vitb 
applicable Co-t .. ion naaduda. 

We auat .. phaaha that our ability to dischar&a our oaaotna r .. ponaibili
tiaa is critically dapandaat upon tha availability of co-baton approved 
and aupponad ataodarda for daaip, cou:truction, oparationa, ndioloatcal 
controh and ad-.iniatratioo conuols for nuclear facilitiaa. Wa uraa cha 
C~aion to evaluate and to authoril.e the u•e of EPlCOR ll on the ba~b of 
e•tablbhed eundards. To do otherwise vould reinforce the unfounded opinio11 
of those who •un .. t that the u:btinl Coa~isslon standard• are inadequate to 
protect the health and safety of the pubUc. 
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